
Let  us  be  the  generat ion  that  invests  in  the  future .

Alongside  a  growing alliance  of  par tners ,  inc luding mana whenua groups ,  Pure  Advantage  i s  developing

Recloaking Papatūānuku.  The  suppor t  of,  and par tnersh ip  wi th ,  mana whenua are  essent ia l  to  success .

Recloaking Papatūānuku

T he  pr inc iples  of

K A I T I A K I TA N GA ,  

and M AU R I  t ranscend the

singular  lens  of  economic

approaches  to  solv ing

mult i - layered challenges .

Instead they help  to

si tuate  and frame up

responses  in  ways  that

bet ter  reco gnise  the ir

complex i t y and suppor t

transformat ive  solut ions ,

such  as  Recloaking

Papatūānuku .

A  genealo g ical  term that  i s

about  understanding and

ongoing ref lec t ion  on  our  past

and present  to  best  inform a  

restorat ive  pathway to  a

thr iv ing  future

About  apply ing  ancestral  knowledge

alongside  new  knowledge  and technolo gy to  restore  

well- func t ion ing ecolo g ical  and c limate  systems 

T he  healthy equi l ibr ium of  an  energy 

system wi th in  (and of )  an  env ironment .  

Understanding the  fac tors  that  have  

inter fered wi th  the  mauri  of  a  th ing

or  be ing can  help  determine  

appropriate  responses

 to  restor ing  i t

N E C E S S A R Y ,  D E S I R A B L E  &  A C H I E VA B L E

Financ ing i s  made  ava i lable  for  

investments ,  w i th  landowners  repaying

v ia  ETS  or  other  carbon market  income

Landowners  pa id  an  annual  rental  to  host  and 

mainta in  forests .  Investor  (e .g .  Crown)  funds  

restorat ion  and rent ,  rece ives  credi t s  generated

A  mixed model  that  shares  

investment  costs  and carbon 

credi t s  from the  ETS

Financ ing instruments  for  nature  

protec t ion  inc luding ex ist ing  

budgetar y commitments

A  market  i ssu ing  Sequestrat ion  Credi t s  

that  incent iv i ses  reforestat ion  effor ts

Access  to  new  capi ta l  that  

suppor ts  the  long-term investment  

to  rec loak  Papatūānuku

Using geospat ia l  modeling  and filtered according to  b iophysical  constra ints ,  more  than 5  mi llion  

hec tares  are  potent ia lly su i table  for  reforestat ion .  At  least  2Mha could  be  re generat ing  by 2030.

K E Y  F I N A N C I A L  I N S T R U M E N T S

G R E E N  B O N DS  &  C L I M AT E  E X I ST I N G  CO M M I T M E N TS
&  P O L I C I E S

A  B I O D I V E R S I T Y  M A R K E T,  
O U TS I D E  O F  T H E  E TS

Different  polic y opt ions  can  enable  landowners ,  government  and other  investors  to  work  to gether  and recloak  

Papatūānuku.  Both  the  Emissions  Trading S cheme  (E TS)  and other  suppor t ive  polic ies  for  b iolo g ical  CO

removal  could  play a  role  to  reduce  net  emissions  and dr ive  behaviour  to  accelerate  the  transi t ion .

K E Y  P O L I C Y  O P T I O N S

T H E  R I G H T  T R E E  I N  T H E  R I G H T  P L A C E

A N  A L L I A N C E  O F  C O M M U N I T I E S

E N H A N C I N G

I N D I G E N O U S
F O R E S T

R E S T O R I N G

Aotearoa New  Zealand was  once  c loaked in  d iverse  indigenous  forest ,  but  over  75% of  our  old  grow th natural  

forest  has  been removed.  Recloaking Papatūānuku seeks  to  restore  a  frac t ion  of  what  has  been lost  to  help  

address  the  twin  cr i ses  of  c limate  change  and b iodiversi t y loss ,  and to  strengthen rural  communit ies .  

D E G R A D E D  
F O R E S T

Analysis  shows  there  i s  more  than 5  mi llion  hec tares  (Mha)  of  potent ia lly reforestable  land in  

Aotearoa  New  Zealand.  Recloaking Papatūānuku i s  a  mult i -decadal  mult i -stakeholder  

in i t iat ive,  be g inning wi th  an  in i t ia l  goal  of  more  than 2Mha.  

Papatūānuku,  our  Ear th  mother,  i s  in  t rouble .  And so  are  

restore  the  connec t ions  which  enable  l i fe  to  thr ive

R E STO R E  I N D I G E N O U S  
S P EC I E S  O F  F LO R A

ST R E N GT H E N  AOT E A R OA’ S  
C L E A N ,  G R E E N  B R A N D

S EC U R E  A N  E N D U R I N G  
C A R B O N  S I N KI M P R OV E  AOT E A R OA’ S  S O I L S ,  

C R E AT E  C L I M AT E  A N D  
ECOSYST E M  R E S I L I E N C E

STA B I L I S E  H I L L  CO U N T RY  A N D  
R E D U C E  S E D I M E N T  LOA DS

P R OV I D E  E M P LOY M E N T  A N D  

SU P P O R T  C LOS E  TO  N ATU R E  
FO R E ST RY,  A N D  SU STA I N A B L E  

C U LTU R A L  U S E S

E N H A N C E  FO O D  P R O D U C T I O N  
A N D  SU STA I N A B L E  B I O M A S S

A  C O M P O U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y

T H E  P L A N T E D  S E E D

Large -scale  indigenous  reforestat ion  (as  well  as  urgent  deep  reduc t ions  in  emissions)  wi ll  help  meet  our  global  and 

intergenerat ional  c limate  obligat ions ,  and develop  a  long-term mult igenerat ional  asset  that  can  suppor t  our  land,  

b iodiversi t y and people .  Addressing  long-term problems i s  hard ,  but  easier  when the  oppor tuni t ies  are  th is  vast .

CO

INC
R

CO M M U N I T Y  A N D  

K A I T I A K I TA N GA

T I K A N GA
M AO R I  VA LU E S

A F FO R DA B L E  A N D  

ECO N O M I C A L LY  &  

ECO LO G I C A L LY  

SU STA I N A B L E

I N C LU S I V E ,  

CO L L A B O R AT I V E ,  

PA R T I C I PATO RY  A N D  

C U LTU R A L LY  R E S P EC T F U L

I N T E R G E N E R AT I O N A L LY  

E N D U R I N G

M AU R I

B I O D I V E R S E ,

R EG I O N A L LY  A P P R O P R I AT E  

A N D  ECO LO G I C A L LY

R E S I L I E N T

I N FO R M E D  BY  

S C I E N C E  A N D  

MĀTAU R A N GA  A N D  

T I K A N GA  MĀO R I

Recloaking Papatūānuku ’s  roots  l ie  in  the  h ighly-erodible,  f lood-prone  land in  Ta irāwhit i .   In  ‘Recloaking

Tairāwhit i  communit y focused on how  best  to  get  d iverse  indigenous  forest  back  on  the  land.

Th is  pro jec t  wi ll  reali se  that  asp irat ion  for  Ta irāwhit i ,  and seed i t  across  the  rest  of  Aotearoa New  Zealand.

H Y B R I D  M O D E L?E TS  E XC LU S I O N ?F U L L  E T S  I N C LU S I O N ?

E N H A N C E M E N T  O F  
E X I ST I N G  FO R E ST

SU P P O R T E D  N ATU R A L  
R E V E R S I O N P L A N T I N G

PRIVATE
FOREST

PUB LIC
FOREST

PROTEC TED
FOREST L AND

MARGINAL
L AND

RIPARIAN
L AND L A ND

 B u i l d i n g  a  b e t t e r  f u t u r e  s o m e t i m e s  m e a n s  r e c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  p a s t .  P a p a t ū ā n u k u  h a s

h o l e s  i n  h e r  K o r o w a i  ( M ā o r i  c l o a k ) .  B y  w e a v i n g  c l i m a t e  a n d  e c o l o g i c a l  r e s i l i e n c e  i n t o  o u r  

w h e n u a ,  w e  a r e  i n v e s t i n g  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y.  

1 , 5 0 0
M t C O e

1 0 0 0 s
o f  j o b s

$ 32
t C O e

*

* Based on 2023  modell ing  ( tCO e =  tonnes  of  carbon d iox ide  equ ivalent )

Treasur y est imated the  damage  from Cyclone  Gabrielle  and the  2023 f loods  to  be  more  than $14 . 5  b i ll ion .  

The  fiscal  impac ts  from increasingly frequent  and severe  weather  events  wi ll  l i kely be  significant  — 

affec t ing  all  areas  of  soc iet y including infrastruc ture,  communit ies ,  households .  agr iculture,  hor t iculture,  

fisher ies ,  forestr y and tour ism,  

Funding for  Recloaking Papatūānuku could  be  delivered from a  mix  of  ex ist ing  

sources  ( including E TS  revenues)  and establi sh ing new  mechanisms.

T H E  T R I P L E  D I V I D E N D  O F  C L I M A T E  R E S I L I E N C E

ECO N O M I C  &
D E V E LO P M E N T  B E N E F I TS

S O C I A L  &  E N V I R O N M E N TA L
AVO I D E D  LOS S E S

In  prac t ice,  target  areas  across  a  range  of  pr ivate,  public ,  protec ted ,  and Māori  land wi ll  be  ident ified in  c lose  

collaborat ion  wi th  stakeholders ,  and a  pro gramme  of  ac t ion ,  and assoc iated funding and investment  model(s) ,  

w i ll  be  developed to  opt imise  and reali se  the  myriad  co -benefits  of  restor ing  indigenous  forest .

More  resi l ient  local  env ironments  

to gether  wi th  new  revenue  sources  bu i lds  

up  the  soc ia l  capi ta l  of  re g ional  NZ

Land less  exposed to  d isaster  

losses  can  be  properly invested in ,  

enhanc ing land produc t iv i t y

Erosion  prevent ion ,  f lood control ,  

improved b iodiversi t y,  habi tat  restorat ion  

are  just  some of  the  co-benefits

Enduring commitment to protecting the 

environment and supporting industry 

and community to realise i t

Priorit ising nature-based solutions 

that are socially equitable and 

recognise the rights of  Māori

Financially recognise broader benefits to 

counterbalance current ETS  incentives 

that promote non-indigenous forest

CO

CO U N T E R B A L A N C E  
P E RV E R S E  I N C E N T I V E S

A D D R E S S  T H E  L AC K  O F  
I N T EG R AT E D  S O LU T I O N S

62% OF C ARBON SEQUESTR ATION POTENTIAL  E XISTS IN

S E V E N  ACC E S S I B L E  A N D  H I G H  F E A S I B I L I T Y  L A N D  T Y P E S

I N V E S T M E N T  A C R O S S  T H E  L I F E T I M E  O F  T H E  P R O J E C T

R E G E N E R A T E

L A N D S C A P E  

N o te :  T he  Rec loak ing  Papatūānuku  Pro po sa l  i s  a  l i v ing  docume nt  ope n  fo r  inpu t  as  we  co nt inue  to  e ngage  w i th  the  Gove rnme nt ,  Māo r i ,  expe r ts ,  e nv i ronmenta l  and  

community groups.  This Proposal outlines some possible features thereof,  in the expectation of further developing and progressing these in collaboration with stakeholders.

Go to PureAdvantage.org  for more information and to join the movement .

I f  we  star t  now,  the  in i t ia t ive  has  

potent ia l  to  capture  about  1 ,500 

mi ll ion  tonnes  of  CO  by 2100

Contr ibutes  to  current  and future  internat ional  

c l imate  targets  at  lower  cost  than buying 

carbon credi t s  on  the  global  market

Could  create  thousands  of  seasonal  

and long-term forest  management  

employment  oppor tuni t ies

E M P LOYM E NT  B E N E F ITSP ROJ EC T E D  A BAT E M E NT  COSTCO  S EQU EST R AT I O N

Strategically reforest  and restore over 2 mill ion hectares of indigenous forest
and protect our primary (old growth) forests as crit ical  carbon stores.


